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Placement in Mathematics Courses Middle School Math Placement Protocols  

 

Saratoga Union School District’s (“District”) math course placement process is intended to place 

students in the math course that challenges them at their instructional level.  Placing students in 

the appropriate math course is a collaborative effort between teachers, counselors, parents, and 

students using several District criteria.  

Each academic year, rising Grade 6 and Grade 7 students are placed in math courses according to 

their performance on the District’s placement math assessments, which are administered in the 

preceding spring. Students are accelerated based upon their knowledge of California math 

standards, as demonstrated by their performance on the District’s math placement assessments. 

Rising Grade 8 students are placed in the next in-sequence course. 

The District is committed to using multiple data measures to place students in the appropriate 

middle school math course as listed on the “SUSD General Education Common Core State 

Standards (CCSS) Math Pathways & Placement” document. (See Exhibit A) 

Criteria for Math Course Placement  

The spring placement assessments are comprised of two parts: Part A and Part B. 

 

Part A 

Two placement assessments are given each spring to students in Grades 5 and 6 (rising 6th and 

rising 7th graders), which are used to determine middle school math placement.  One assessment 

is given to measure students’ proficiency in mathematics concepts and procedures (CA Smarter 

Balanced Assessment Claims 1 and 2).  The second assessment provides measures of proficiency 

in problem solving and communicating mathematical reasoning (CA Smarter Balanced 

Assessment Claims 3 and 4).  

 

All Grade 5 students (rising 6th graders) will take the placement assessments referenced above to 

determine placement in the grade level or accelerated course (CCSS Math 6 or CCSS Math 6/7A, 

respectively).   

 

All Grade 6 students (rising 7th graders) in CCSS Math 6 and CCSS Math 6/7A will take the 

placement assessments (Part A) in the spring as mentioned above. Grade 6 students (rising 7th 



graders) in CCSS Math 7B/8 will move to CCSS Algebra and will, therefore, not take the spring 

assessments. 

 

Parents who desire their child to enroll in the next grade-level math course (CCSS Math 6 or CCSS 

Math 7) may decline to have their child take the spring placement assessments by providing a 

written request to the site administrator one week prior to the scheduled assessments. Parents who 

wish to exempt their student from the spring course placement assessment(s) can expect that their 

student will be placed in the CCSS grade-level math course the following year. 

 

Part B 

Based on the Part A placement assessment results, Grade 5 students (rising 6th graders) who earn 

a qualifying score will be invited to take a second placement assessment (Part B - a Domain 

Progression Benchmark Test) in the spring.  Students who earn a qualifying score on Part B will 

be offered placement in CCSS Math 7B/8 in sixth grade (See Exhibit A). 

 

For Grade 6 students (rising 7th graders) to be considered for movement from CCSS Math 6 to the 

accelerated CCSS Math 7B/8 course in seventh grade, they must earn a qualifying score on the 

spring placement assessments (Part A), then will be invited to take Part B of the placement 

assessment. Students in CCSS 6 who earn a qualifying score on Part B will be offered placement 

in Math 7B/8 in seventh grade (See Exhibit A).  

 

For currently-enrolled Grade 6 students (rising 7th graders) to be considered for movement from 

CCSS Math 6/7A to CCSS Algebra in seventh grade, they must earn a qualifying score on the 

spring placement assessments (Part A) in order to be invited to take Part B. Students in CCSS 

Math 6/7A who earn a qualifying score on Part B will be offered placement in CCSS Algebra in 

seventh grade (See Exhibit A).  

 

All current Grade 7 students (rising 8th graders) will move to the next course on the pathways, as 

shown on the “SUSD General Education Common Core State Standards (CCSS) Math Pathways 

& Placement” document (See Exhibit A), and therefore will not take the spring placement 

assessments. 

 

Students shall be recommended for the District’s published course pathways as listed on the 

“SUSD General Education Common Core State Standards (CCSS) Math Pathways & Placement” 

document. (See Exhibit A) 

 

Students shall be enrolled in mathematics courses based on the placement protocols. No students 

shall repeat a mathematics course, which they have successfully completed based on the district’s 

placement protocols. 

 

 



 

 

Other Course Considerations  

 

Students eligible to enroll in Algebra and/or Geometry based on the protocols above must complete 

these courses in Saratoga Union School District or have previously completed one or both at 

another public or accredited private school over a full school year. No summer/short courses, 

outside tutoring, or independent self-study courses will be accepted as replacement for completion 

of a full year of accelerated course work, Algebra, or Geometry in the District.  

 

All students new to the District may be required to take the aforementioned placement assessments 

for enrollment in the appropriate math course.  

 

All middle school students’ coursework will be monitored by math teachers, in consultation with  

academic guidance counselors and district administrators, within the first month of school to 

ensure that students are properly placed in mathematics courses. If there is a concern about student 

placement, a parent conference may be held. The site administrator’s decision shall be final.  
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